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The
Winnipeg
Humane
Society

Founded in 1894, the Winnipeg 
Humane Society (WHS) is the oldest 
animal care organization in Manitoba. 
Annually, we help over 10,000 
companion animals, both in shelter 
and in the community. 

Our operating budget of $9.5M, funded 
primarily through donations, contracts, 
and grants, allows us to provide shelter 
animals with veterinary care, clean 
housing, nourishment, training, and 
enrichment.

In 2001, the WHS purchased an  
eight-acre lot for the development of  
a new facility. By October 2007, the 
WHS had completed construction of 
a 40,000-square-foot facility with a 
sustainable building design.

Today, with the support of our donors, 
partners and the community, we are a 
leading advocate for ALL animals. 

Dear WHS Community,

Another year has come to end, and we are proud to show you all that we’ve accomplished in 2022-2023.  

To plan ahead, we must always look back, reflect, and celebrate our milestones. This year’s accomplishments are 
especially important, as both the need for our services has grown, as well as our operations and our operating 
budget. By going back to our roots, we focus on our mission to help as many animals as we can - all with you by 
our side. Part of this has been accomplished by dropping euthanasia rates from over 50% just 25 years ago to close 
to 12% today. We are proud to have a live outcome for 88% of our animals, ensuring no animal is ever euthanized 
for space. You have made this happen by supporting an innovative shelter model, managed intake, the treatment 
of illness, and programs that keep animals in homes.

Like so many rescues and shelters nationwide, we have felt the strain and the challenges pet owners are facing 
today. Having a pet is one of the most joyous things ever and we believe everyone should be able to experience 
the companionship they provide. This year, we were, and still are, challenged by the high demand our community 
asks of us. With the world-wide economic challenges and veterinarian shortage across Canada, having a pet has 
never been more challenging. Having outgrown our shelter space twice, we see ourselves at maximum capacity 
more often than not. It’s time to grow again. Both in resources and space.

Now more than ever, our community needs us. Because of your support, our WHS community support programs 
and the ongoing expansion of these programs, like our Emergency Food Bank, Urgent Care, behaviour classes, 
and our One Health initiative, help keep pets in their homes where they belong. 

I am grateful for the support you show us each and every day. Together, we’re making a difference in lives of 
animals, and people, in our province. As we did yesterday, we do today and we will tomorrow and for years to come.

 
 With love and compassion,
 

 Your WHS CEO
 Jessica Miller

Message
from Our CEO



2022-2023 Financials Shelter Stats

DONATIONS & BEQUESTS

4,935,320

SERVICE FEES

2,527,926

FUNDRAISING EVENTS

935,046

GRANTS

792,409

SALES

340,675

OTHER INCOME

20,627

TOTAL SOURCES OF REVENUE

9,552,003

NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)

484,116-

AMORTIZATION OF FIXED ASSETS

396,488

Sources of Revenue Incoming 

Outgoing

52%

26%

10%

8%

4%

0%

WHS VETERINARY HOSPITAL/CLINIC

2,637,694

ANIMAL CARE, SHELTER MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

1,433,081

ADMINISTRATION

1,403,715

FUNDRAISING

1,283,486

INVESTIGATIONS AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE

771,273

INTAKE, BEHAVIOUR & TRAINING PROGRAMS

803,983

ADOPTIONS

556,594

COMMUNITY OUTREACH, EDUCATION & ANIMAL ADVOCACY

643,478

VOLUNTEER & FOSTER

280,187

RETAIL

222,628

TOTAL COSTS

10,036,119

How the Money is Spent

26%

14%

14%

13%

8%

8%

6%

6%

3%

2%

STRAY CATS/KITTENS: 2,742  DOGS/PUPPIES: 153 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 67  

SURRENDER CATS/KITTENS: 1,250  DOGS/PUPPIES: 261 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 66

EUTHANASIA REQUEST* CATS/KITTENS: 3,992  DOGS/PUPPIES: 414 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 5

RETURN CATS/KITTENS: 122  DOGS/PUPPIES: 86 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 0

AGENCY (CVO, A/S, WPS) CATS/KITTENS: 203  DOGS/PUPPIES: 356 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 16

RESCUE CATS/KITTENS: 150  DOGS/PUPPIES: 253 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 2

HUMANE OFFICER CATS/KITTENS: 152  DOGS/PUPPIES: 67 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 28

SHELTER OFFSPRING  CATS/KITTENS: 54  DOGS/PUPPIES: 10 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 0

EMERGENCY BOARDING  CATS/KITTENS: 154  DOGS/PUPPIES: 53 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 5

DOA (STRAY/OWNER SURRENDER) CATS/KITTENS: 128  DOGS/PUPPIES: 19 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 4

Totals CATS/KITTENS: 4,981 DOGS/PUPPIES: 1,311 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 189  TOTAL INCOMING: 6,481

ADOPTED CATS/KITTENS: 1,572 DOGS/PUPPIES: 795 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 104

ADOPTED OFFSITE CATS/KITTENS: 1,746 DOGS/PUPPIES: 60 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 0

RECLAIMED CATS/KITTENS: 194 DOGS/PUPPIES: 103 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 2

RTO CATS/KITTENS: 265 DOGS/PUPPIES: 95 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 2

CARE TO ADOPT CAT/KITTENSS: 333 DOGS/PUPPIES: 12 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 2

UNASSISTED DEATH CATS/KITTENS: 79 DOG/PUPPIESS: 13 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 9

TRANSFER OUT LIVE OUTCOME CATS/KITTENS: 0 DOG/PUPPIESS: 58  RABBITS/CRITTERS: 60

TRANSFER OUT RESCUE OR OTHERS CATS/KITTENS: 157   DOGS/PUPPIES: 0 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 0

TRANSFER OUT RETURN TO FIELD CATS/KITTENS: 83   DOGS/PUPPIES: 0 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 0

TRANSFER OUT EUTHANIZED CATS/KITTENS: 20  DOGS/PUPPIES: 22 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 0

EUTHANIZED** CATS/KITTENS: 634 DOGS/PUPPIES: 97 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 18

Totals CATS/KITTENS: 5,083 DOGS/PUPPIES: 1,255 RABBITS/CRITTERS: 197  TOTAL OUTGOING: 6,535

The WHS receives incoming animals from a variety of sources and agencies, most 
commonly strays and surrenders by owner.

While adoption is the primary source for outgoing animals, there are a number of 
other community support programs that work towards live outcomes like Return to 
Owner, Care to Adopt, Return to Field, and Transfer to Other Agencies.

April 1, 2022 - March 31, 2023

**No animal is ever euthanized for space.

*Pet owners who want to surrender their pets to be humanely euthanized.



WHS Over the Years

1894
The WHS was initially formed as the 

“Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 

to Women, Children and Animals.” 

1911
The WHS reorganized to focus 

solely on the welfare of animals.

1935
The WHS purchased the Logan 

Avenue shelter from the City with 

donations and a bequest.

1968
After a successful capital campaign, 

the WHS built a new shelter at 

5 Kent Street. The building was 

originally designed to house 2,500 

animals a year but was continually 

housing almost 10,000. Animal 

overcrowding made proper disease 

control with critical quarantine 

procedures a practical impossibility.

1997 
The need for animal welfare continues. 

Euthanasia rates reach an all-time high of 

over 50%, due to shelter overcrowding and 

disease control. The Kent Street shelter is 

bursting at the seams.

2007
After eight years of planning and 

fundraising, the new state-of-the-

art, 40,000-square-foot facility at 

45 Hurst Way, including shelter, 

training centre and veterinary 

clinic, opened to the public.

2015
The WHS introduced an industry 

best practice Capacity for Care 

shelter model, which increased 

space for animals to improve 

well-being and adoptability, while 

reducing shelter illness. It also 

focused on reducing length of 

stay, utilizing managed intake, and 

increasing community programming 

to keep animals in homes. 

2023
The WHS is one of the most 

successful and proactive 

adoption centres in Canada. 

Euthanasia rates have dropped 

to 12%, due to the innovative 

Capacity for Care shelter model, 

increased illness treatment, and 

an abundance of community 

programming designed to keep 

animals in the home. However, 

once again, after increasing 

rates of animals needing 

our assistance, especially 

throughout and post-pandemic, 

the Hurst Way shelter is often at 

maximum capacity. 

1890s 1950s1910s 1970s1930s 1990s 2010s1900s 1960s1920s 1980s1940s 2000s 2020s 2030s

25 Years Ago
and Today
OPERATING BUDGET

1.7M in 1997 vs 9.5M in 2022

EUTHANASIA RATE
50% in 1997 vs 12% in 2022



Education Program

Clinic

Donor Relations

Communications/Marketing

Impact in 2022
The WHS helps over 10,000 animals a year, both in the shelter and the community. 
While over a third of these animals are adopted into new forever homes, we also provide 
behaviour support through classes and the helpline, plus community support programs like 
our Emergency Food Bank, Care to Adopt, the Urgent and Primary Care Programs, and the 
Spay and Neuter Assistance Program (SNAP).

Adoptions 

Animal Advocacy

Animal Care

Behaviour

Investigations and 
Emergency Response Volunteer

Intake

4,277 663 
HELPLINE CALLS

340 
CLASS PARTICIPANTS

$770K
1.7M

254

SPAY AND NEUTER 
SURGERIES COMPLETED

220

70-90 SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS: 
• FACEBOOK • INSTAGRAM
• TWITTER • LINKEDIN

992

361 

One Health

2,314
Foster

ANIMALS ADOPTED 

AVERAGE ANIMALS IN CARE 
EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR

AVERAGE MEDICATION
ADMINISTERED DAILY

MEETINGS WITH
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

LETTERS OF CONCERN SUBMITTED 
TO GOVERNMENT/STAKEHOLDERS

113,213
3,647

337

ANIMALS FOSTERED

6,673

$265.7K
TOTAL CALLS RECEIVED (ANIMAL 
WELFARE CONCERNS, EMERGENCY 
AND NON-EMERGENCY TRANSPORT)

6,360 

13

16

ANIMAL WELFARE CASES

HUMANE HEROES (MONTHLY DONOR)

FAITHFUL FOREVER (BEQUESTS)

EDUCATION PRESENTATIONS
AND SESSIONS HELD

KIDS CAMP ATTENDEES
(SPRING AND SUMMER)

LOST ANIMALS REUNITED
319

ANIMALS RECEIVED IN INTAKE

REMOTE SPAY/NEUTER, 
WELLNESS AND VACCINE CLINICS

24

SPAY AND NEUTER SURGERIES 
COMPLETED

VOLUNTEER HOURS WORKED
19,681

IN PAID STAFF HOURS



LEADER $1,000 - $2,499
Judy Abbott, in memory of 
 Anne Husiak
Ivan Abolit
Darcia Albrechtsen
David Abramson
Mikayla Alix
Howard and Mandy Almdal
 and family
Maria Almeida
Brenda Ambrosie
Giovana Amorin
Mary Anderson
Neil Antman
Ronald Babula
M. Baillie
Jeff Baranyk
Joseph and Karen Barnsley
Linda Barry
Linda Bartlette
Joyce Beatty
Maxine Beatty
Rosie Bees
Lori Ricard Bell
Jerry Bellan
Duane Bentley
Monique Berard
Charlene Birdsall
Darrin and Lindsay Bizruchak
Merrilyne Bjornson
James Blatz and Shona   
 Suderman
Janice Block
Hiltrud Boese
Gordon and Tracey Bone
Jill Borger
Janice Borlase
Joan Bornn
Don Brethauer
Ted Breuer 
Anonymous
Brian Taillieu Inc
Timothy Burt
A. Calder
Lisa Calvez
Canadian Beverage Container   
 Recycling Assoc.
Tom Caramanos
The Cardinal Foundation
Cynthia Carr - EPI Research Inc.
C. Carter

S. Chestley
Marilyn Chrabaszcz
B. Christie
Mr. and Mrs. R. Chrunyk
A. Cooke
K. Cook
Nancy Copeland
Dave Copp Steel Inc
In memory of Kathy Crerar
A. Crump
K. Daman
H. Darrach
Brent Davidson
Monique Decarie
Pennie-Elin Derksen
Gerald Desrochers
Dig It Excavating
Joanne Douglas
Eunice Dyck
Joanne Dyer
Jeff and Tamara Eckstein
Adeline Elias
Jane Emslie and Brad Wladyka
Fidelity Investments Canada Ltd
Jessie Fillmore
Kelley Fitzpatrick
The Forzley Family
Fred Fox
Verne Frantz
H. Gacon
S. Gagnon
W. Galway
Kenn and Wendy Garrity
C. Garvey
L. Gibson
Irma Goertzen
Sean, Tonya, Roman, Ginger, Jake  
 and William Gray 
Susan Gray
Scott Gray
J. Greer 
Judy Halligan
C. and E. Hamanishi
Grace Han
Ernst Hansch Foundation Inc.
D. Hannon
L. Harochaw
Claire Harris
Madeline Harris
Jill Hart
Brian and Ruth Hastings

Evelyn Hind
D. Hoban
Phyllis I. Hunter.
B. Hutchinson
Lorne and Wanda Hyde
IATSE Local 856
Ron Iftody 
Milena Ivanic
Muriel M. Jamieson
JamRock Securities
Lori Johnson
Steven and Linda Kerzner   
 Foundation
Bruce King
Diane King
G. Kirby
Amy Klann
Dorothy Kleiber
Joanne Klyne
Myles and Jessica Kraut
D. and C. Kulbaba  for our   
 rescues Addie and Cleo
Stacey Kurbis
The Ian and Rochelle Laing   
 Foundation
Roselyn Laing
K. Larson
Lawton Partners Charitable   
 Giving Foundation
Stewart Layland
Dr. Lazarus Medical Corp.
Shawn Levesque
Lorne Lix
J. Loewen
Daniel Lushchyk
Heather Mackenzie
H. Mandshein
B. Mankewich
R. Manuliak
Donna Marquardson
Chris Marquardson
Jeanette Martin
Lesley Mayer
Brent McCleary
Rita and Robert McEwen
S. McFayden
Deborah McGowan
M. McGowan
Joan McKelvey
K. McNeill
S. McShane

R. Menon
Alan Moffat
Eva Muller
Nation West Insurance   
 Brokerage
Joanne Neiser
Nurgitz Family
Joan Olund
Valerie and James Orloff
Michelle Ouellet
G. Pachal
Enid Palmer
Tannis Pardon
Patricia Parent
Gerniun Parkinson
David H. Pentland
B. Peters
In memory of Jeffery Petrasko
P. Dawn Phillips
Miina Piir
Cindy and Garth Pischke
Allison Poff
Frances Pollard
Kim Popkes
Red River Cooperative Ltd.
Heather Reichert
David Richert
Zach Robert
Robert and Karen Robertson
Gladys Robitaille
Violet Rosmus
Reginald Ross
Charlilla Rothwell
Robert Rowan
The Rubel Family in memory of  
 Keesha
Julie Rubel
Susan Rybar
Les Rykiss
Trina Santry
Doug Scarth
Wally Schau
P. Schoemperlen
W. Schumann
Natalie Schur
Javier and Elizabeth    
 Schwersensky
Jyoti Seshia
Sexton Group Ltd.
Lori Shane
R. Sharif

K. Shaw
Rob Shelton
Diane Shindleman
Lyle and Anna Silverman
Shirley Ann Simkulak
Terry Sitch
Catherine Skinner
Dr. Jim Skinner
S. Slusarenko
Allan Smakula
L. Socha
B. Souche
P. Stafford
Patricia Steadman
Kevin Steckley
Lori Stevenson
Robert and Deborah Stevenson
Rob Sveinson
R. Taraschuk
Ed Tataryn, In Memory of Jane
 Kathleen Taylor
David Taylor-Young
Sigrid Thiessen
Jeffrey Timmy
Total Co-ordination &   
 Construction
Kevin Toyne
John Trakys
Anh Tran
A. Trudeau
Elaine Tully
Terry Tweddell
G. Uhlmann
N. Umali
Upside Down Tree Inc.
L. Van Den Broek
Veron Consultants Inc.
W. Viktoruk
Roxanne and Brad Wallace
Walmart, Kenaston Blvd
Susan Ward
Wawanesa Mutual Insurance   
 Company
H. Weiss
Wett Sales Distribution
Patricia Wherrett
Allison Wiebe
W. Wiebe
In Memory of Sophie Blackner
Glenn Williams
S. Wilson
J. and L. Wittig
J. Wladyka
In Memory of Sylvia Wright
Herman and Sharon Yaeger
R. Zwarich

VISIONARY $2,500 - $4,999
AMJ Campbell Van Lines
Bertha Butterworth
CAA Manitoba
Darwin Campbell
Leah Chudy in memory of Mark,  
 Ginger and Fox
Credit Union Central of   
 Manitoba
I.M. Curwain Fund
Tapper Cuddy LLP
Chris Douglas
Margaret Dunstan Fund
Gary and Judy Edwards
Sophie Gaska
Stephen Gerylo
Green Blade Lawn Care
Lloyd Hein
Robin Hildebrand
Estate of Barbara Anne Hogan
Hartley Katz
Heather Kilbrai
Estate of Gloria Lucille Klein
Serena Kraayeveld
Peggy and Jim Linklater
The Mauro Family Foundation
Dr. Lazarus Medical Corp. 
Estate of Josepha R. M. Mathieu
Lynne-Anne and Raymond   
 McFeetors
Kevin McIntyre and Jennifer   
 Balzer, in memory of
 Sally Flynn   
McIntyre 
Stephanie Minuk
Sheila A. Mymryk
Karen Nicholson
Kate Paterson
Quintex Services Ltd
RE/MAX Executive Realty
Kate Smith
James Stuparyk
Barry and Elane Talbot
Shirley Van Schie
Kirby Watson 
Tyler White 
 
BUILDER $5,000 - $7,499
Agueduct Foundation 
Craig McIntosh and Lorraine   
 Beck
Barbara G. Knoll and Bern Bileski
Alan Burns and Wen-Lin Sun
John C & Susan E Chappell Fund
William and Olive Clark   
 Charitable Fund
D. Cottrell

Tim Dewart and Denise Marks
Grant Doak
Roy and Mary Dunlop Family   
 Fund
The Furniture  Shop
Drs. Christine and Michael   
 Goytan
Hill’s Pet Nutrition Canada Inc. 
J.A.M. Low Family Fund 
Ian and Rochelle Laing 
LCTaylor Licensed Insolvency   
 Trustee
Leanore Marion
Estate of Lina Orbeta
Margaret Parisian
Estate of Garth Gerald Pidhirney 
Carol Poulin
Estate of Gisela Pratte
Linda J Presley 
Harold M & Helen H Thomas   
 Fund
Tom and Janyce Thorsteinson, in  
 memory of Lexi and Maya 
Estate of Sandra Trueman
Cecile and John Vereyken
Tova and Larry Vickar 
City of Winnipeg Employees

PROTECTOR $7,500 - $9,999
Dr. Mervyn Billinghurst, in   
 memory of Darlene Billinghurst
Herbert and Mary Hardy   
 Memorial Fund
Jerry’s Concrete Works Ltd.
John N. and D. Patricia Knowles  
 Charitable Fund
Florence L. Pierce Fund
Krista and David Rempel
Estate of Eileen Shirley Grace   
 Sheldon

GUARDIAN $10,000+
The Paul Albrechtsen   
 Foundation 
Estate of Holger Willy Anderson
Estate of John Norman Glenn   
 Abbott
Estate of Marianne Abbott
BMO Master Affinity Program
Estate of Michael Batiuk 
Estate of Eleanor Beaudoin
Estate of John Daniel Beaton
Estate of Roger Joseph   
 Blanchard
C. Jean Britton and Ransom   
 Slack
Estate of Robert Campbell   
 Chapman

Estate of Edna Mary Marjorie   
 Cundall
Estate of Grace Ann Curry
 In memory of Bob Dawson
Estate of Marcel Decock
Paul England and Nancy Jerome 
Paul Godard
J. Hannesson
Estate of Venetia E. Harvey
D. Hobman
Estate of Dennis Jobson
Eric and Carol Johnson Fund
Naomi Z. Levine and Arthur   
 Mauro
Margaret Morgan
Estate of Marie Phyllis Luten
Estate of Shelagh Roberta   
 McDowell
Estate of Cathrine Ruth McLeod
Shirley and Don McQueen Fund
Estate of Roderick George   
 MacDonald
Estate of Barbara Ann Malcolm
Manitoba Hydro Employee   
 Giving
Estate of Stanley Albert Matthew
Estate of Maureen Lilyan Morin
 M. Motoska
Estate of Brian Natch
E. Louise Nebbs Endowment   
 Fund
O’Regan Charitable Foundation  
James Vincent Orestes Fund
Estate of Gunther Paul Paar
Estate of Roy Paisner
Estate of Evelyn Pidwinski
Estate of Jocelyne D. Poirier
Province of Manitoba
Estate of Ernest Reimer
Estate of Marvin Seale
Irene and Jim Snell
Spencer Corporation
Estate of Eldeen Stark
Estate of Beatrice Spitznagel
Estate of Joan H. Sutherland
Sylvan Learning Center
Ken and Peggy Talbot
Ruth and Clive K. Tallin Fund
Estate of Joan Barbara Turek
Aaron Wojnowski / Christian   
 Lunny
Estate of Alora Dawn Wright
 Bob Williams
The Winnipeg Foundation

Donor Recognition



OUR MISSION

To protect all animals from suffering
and to promote their welfare and dignity.

OUR VISION

All animals are treated humanely.

45 Hurst Way • Winnipeg, Manitoba  • Canada R3T 0R3
PHONE 204 982 2021 • FAX 204 663 9401

winnipeghumanesociety.ca

The Winnipeg Humane Society is located within Treaty No. 1 Territory, the traditional lands of the Anishinaabe (Ojibway), Ininew (Cree),
Oji-Cree, Dene, and Dakota Nations, and the homeland of the Métis. We respect our partnerships with Indigenous communities and work together 

through collaboration and reconciliation to support animal, human, and environmental health.


